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By: Dr. Paul Baxley, Senior Minister
At ﬁrst, it may seem like a very strange conﬂuence of events that we experience each
year as Chris#ans in late December and early January. On the one hand, almost all the
voices around us try to push us away from Christmas as quickly as possible and
challenge us to begin thinking about the New Year ahead. On the other hand, the
Chris#an calendar insists that Christmas is not a day, but rather a season las#ng
twelve days. As a result, churches that follow that calendar are almost always s#ll
singing Christmas hymns and reading Christmas texts as the world around holds New
Year’s celebra#ons. I believe the Holy Spirit wants us s#ll contempla#ng the
marvelous grace of Christmas, s#ll praying through the magniﬁcent Biblical texts that
are the founda#on of the season even as we begin to consider the year ahead.
To that end, I want to suggest to you that the stories of Christmas give us two diﬀerent ways to think about the
intersec#on between celebra#ng Christmas and beginning a New Year in the “real world.” On the one hand, we
are challenged by the Shepherds. They were the ﬁrst to hear the good news, for a #me they le2 behind their
rou#ne and their responsibili#es, and they rushed oﬀ to see the baby lying in the manger. But a2er seeing the
child whose birth brought “good news of great joy,” Luke tells us “the shepherds return, glorifying and praising
God for all they had seen and heard, as it had been told them.” In a sermon preached on New Year’s Day years
ago, Peter Gomes observed that the shepherds chose to go back to the
(Pastor’s Reflections, continued on page 2)

CHURCHWIDE LUNCHEON AND
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
On Sunday, January 8, immediately following morning
worship we will have a church wide luncheon and
congrega#onal mee#ng in Fellowship Hall. The primary
agenda item for this congrega#onal mee#ng will be a
presenta#on from the Master Planning Commi8ee and
the Deacons regarding proposed renova#ons to our
facili#es. Following the mee#ng, complete informa#on
will be posted on the church website in the password
protected member area regarding scope of work, costs,
and funding. Also, a schedule of discussion
opportuni#es will be announced leading to a vote on
Sunday, January 29 at the close of worship. Lunch will
be provided.
Please watch other First Bap#st publica#ons for more
informa#on as January 8 draws closer.
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rou#ne of their lives, to their previous responsibili#es and places, but
that they went back as changed people. No longer were they
cowering in fear, instead they were glorifying and praising God. They
returned to the same places, but they did not return the same
people. When we prayerfully consider their example, I believe the
Spirit challenges us to ask: “How are we being called to return to our
normal rou#nes in the months ahead as changed people?” “How can
the grace of Christmas change the way we live as individual believers
and as a church?”
On the other hand, Ma8hew gives us the example of the Magi. In
some ways they are like the shepherds. A2er visi#ng the young child
Jesus, they also return to their own country. But, in faithfulness to a
dream, they return by a diﬀerent road. For them, the road away from
Bethlehem is not the same as the road that brought them. Their
encounter with the Christ child didn’t just send them back home as
changed people. It changed the direc#on of their lives in deeper
ways. When we witness the example of the magi, I believe the Spirit
is calling us to pray: “How is God calling me to change the direc#on of
my life? Of our life together? Are there diﬀerent roads of service or
ministry we need to travel?”
I understand our faithful member Tal DuVall had a long tradi#on of
oﬀering predic#ons for the New Year at the ﬁrst Wednesday evening
of each calendar year. I would never be able to do that with the same
excellence I understand that he demonstrated! But I will make this
predic#on. As we move away from the baby in the manger toward to
normalcy of life ahead, we will ﬁnd many ways that we are being
enabled by Jesus to live as people profoundly changed by his grace.
And, I imagine that for us, the months ahead will open new roads for
us to travel.
My prayer is that, by God’s grace, our congrega#on will enter this
new year glorifying and praising God, whether we do so on familiar
paths or in new ways of service. And I look forward to sharing that
journey with you.
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Sympathy
We extend our Chris#an love and sympathy to
Charlo8e Marshall in the loss of her sister, Mary
Anne Thomas Thurman of Fort Valley, GA on
December 2.

Submit items for inclusion in the
February 2017 edition of FBC news by noon
on January 24.

New Members
•
George and Judy Hogan by transfer of le8er
from Trinity Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, GA.
•
Jessie Robine8e by transfer of le8er from First
United Methodist Church, Madison, GA.
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Our workshop rota#on model Sunday School con#nues on Sunday
mornings and we begin a new unit on Sunday, January 8. This unit we
will focus on the story of Zacchaeus. Each workshop will revolve around
this story. Our children will experience the story through art, cooking,
games and video workshops. Our focus for this unit will be – Jesus loves
me, no maer what! And our unit verse is: “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” (Proverbs 3: 56) The Great Adventure children’s newsle8er will include the schedule
for January 8 – 29.
We need people of all ages to par#cipate in the Workshop Rota#on
Model for our children. It is a high value in children’s ministry that our
children know all the genera#ons of our congrega#on. What a great
opportunity to impact the spiritual life of a child for eternity! If you are interested in joining this “adventure” either on
a regular basis or just occasionally please contact Minister of Children, Families and Outreach, Janet Cleland
(Janet@ﬁrstbap#stathens.org).
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Our Mission kids will resume on Wednesday, January 4.
Our Mission Kids have been busy with mission projects.
In the month of November they made beau#ful crosses
to send to “Touching Miami With Love”. In December
our kids made Christmas cards for the Athens Homeless
Shelter and they were very much appreciated! Thank
you to all our Mission Kids for their thoughMul mission
eﬀorts.

We are exploring more ways our children can be involved
in worship. Beginning in January we will be using children
as Acolytes to light the candle and carry the Bible into the
worship service. Our children’s choir do a great job of
teaching our children how to lead us in song and they will
con#nue to do that through the year. We con#nue to
have some items in our children’s “worship bags” that
enhance their experience in worship. Your child can grab
a bag and they will have a “My worship experience” page.
This will help them to journal and draw about their worship #me. Also we will have a card with pictures of items
for them to look for and listen for. They may ﬁnd a book,
some s#ckers, and some model magic to manipulate. We
highly value our intergenera#onal worship experience
and we are grateful that our children are a part of it.
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Our church supports Mar#n Luther King, Jr. Day of
service in and around Athens. On Monday, January 16
we will do a family-friendly mission project at Bear
Hollow Zoo (293 Gran Ellen Drive) . We will be doing
simple outdoor work around the zoo.
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Our children were truly “stars” as they shared
the story of Jesus birth with use in the musical
And the Stars Sang. They did such a great job
leading us in worship of the newborn king.
Thank you to all our children, their families, and
all of our dedicated children’s choir leaders!
Children’s choir schedule will resume on
Wednesday, January 4, at 5:45 p.m.
Teresa Granger, Children’s Choir Coordinator
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I admit it. I am not consistent in making new year’s resolu#ons. While I am s#ll in
my honest mode, I confess that when I do make them, I struggle with keeping them
for the en#re year. Therefore, I am less inclined each year to scribe in ink on paper
a list of new year’s resolu#ons. The funny thing is, each year at this #me, I feel this
deep, almost primal urge, to make at least two or three. That promoted my
curiosity, which of course led me to “google it.”
Here are a few things I came across. Though diﬀerent cultures through the centuries
have started their new year at diﬀerent #mes and seasons, they do share a
common prac#ce of signifying the start of the new year. And, the making of
resolu#ons, according to the history.com website, may ﬁrst have caught on some
4,000 years ago because of the ancient Babylonians. They made promises to earn
the favor of the gods, and to get their new year started oﬀ on the right foot.
Reportedly they would pay oﬀ debts and return borrowed farm equipment.
Chris#ans took this #me as an opportunity to reﬂect on one’s past mistakes and
resolving to improve in the future. Again, the site history.com reported that “in
1740, the English clergyman John Wesley, founder of Methodism, created the
Covenant Renewal Service, most commonly held on New Year’s Eve or New Year’s
Day.” Some#mes called a watch night service, they “served as a spiritual alterna#ve
to the raucous celebra#ons normally held to celebrate the coming of the new year.”
How many of us actually make resolu#ons, or how faithful are we at keeping them?
One survey, from the sta#s#cbrain.com site reported that about 45% of us in the
states usually make them, and about 38% never do. About half of us who do make
them have some success, but only 8% are “successful in achieving their resolu#on.” A conclusion that was drawn by
the surveyors was: “People who explicitly make resolu#ons are 10 #mes more likely to a8ain their goals than people
who don't explicitly make resolu#ons.” I take that as encouragement, even if I am not able to achieve it fully.
One more thing...If on your list of resolu#ons is a declara#on to “read through the Bible this year,” I will point you to
a guide that will support you in this. On our website, and at the church, is a brochure that provides a schedule and a
method for reading through the Bible in a year. This is one approach, among various ones, which allows for both
some variety of reading each week along with con#nuity.
Go ahead, make a resolu#on or two this year, and include one of them to be reading the Bible.
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#MOMS
Many of you a8ended the #MOMS dessert mee#ng on Wednesday, November
9 and we are grateful that you came. It was a fun #me of dessert, fellowship,
sharing recipes, and dreaming about what this ministry could be. For those of
you who were unable to a8end, no worries! We have some plans going forward
and other opportuni#es for you to par#cipate.
We are planning 4 Wednesday evenings in the new year with a theme of:
#focusonﬁtness,#MOMS.
•
January 11 at 6:00 pm Caroline Ward will join us to talk about physical
ﬁtness.
•
January 25 at 6:00 pm Adele from Simple Solu#ons Organizing will join us to
talk about geWng organized and declu8ering.
•
February 8 and February 22 are healthy ea#ng and spiritual ﬁtness.
Please join us as we gather to fellowship with one another, hear about topics of
ﬁtness and just share life together.
4

The 50+ Group has a new
name! This group will now
be called “The Seekers.” All
Senior adults are cordially
invited to celebrate their
2017 birthday with their
church friends at one
gigan#c party on Thursday,
January 26 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Please
RSVP by Monday, January
23 by calling the church
oﬃce. Please respond with
your name and birthday
month. We will have
surprise entertainment!

MISSION NEWS
O
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To celebrate Global Missions and the
Oﬀering for Global Missions in January,
we will be hos#ng CBF Field Personnel
Dianne & Shane McNary on Sunday,
January 22. Shane McNary will be our
guest preacher for our 11:00 a.m.
worship. Diane and Shane will s#ck
around for our evening Fundraiser for
the 2017 Summer Youth Mission Trip
to Slovakia.
FBC began partnering with the
McNary’s in 2014, connec#ng us to the
Samuel Project in Vazec Slovakia, which provides early childhood educa#on and
community center services to Roma people in the village. Samuel Project is run
by the Slovak non-proﬁt Jekh Drom, whom we work closely with in Vazec. We all believe that Christ is shared in
Slovakia by serving those who are ignored and live literally on the outskirts of town, by educa#ng and loving all God’s
people Roma & Slovak, and by giving of our #me and resources to build deeper connec#ons in Christ.
FBC has sent 3 mission teams since 2014 — we are currently planning for a team of 19 youth and several adults to go
in June 2017. Please join us for worship on January 22 to hear the McNary’s story and then again for a wonderful
#me that evening celebra#ng and raising money for the 2017 Interna#onal Team. This is a great opportunity for us
to deepen our partnership with the Roma people and the McNary’s in Vazec, Slovakia.
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Athens FBC Youth is invi#ng everyone to join
us for a wonderful evening with the Diane and
Shane McNary and our 2017 Interna#onal
Mission team. We’ll serve tradi#onal Slovak
food, have a silent and live auc#on, and you’ll get to hear a li8le more
about the team who is giving up part of their summer to go to rural
Slovakia and build rela#onship in Christ with Roma persons, whom the
majority of the world ignores or ac#vely discriminates against. All money
raised this evening will go toward the 2017 Interna#onal Mission Trip.
A few auc#on items that might pique your interest include:
•
Services auc#oned by the youth (baby-siWng, yard work, cleaning,
etc.)
•
1 week beach-front stay in Fernandina Beach, FL for week of your
choosing as worked out with owners
•
Ready-made, Home-made dinners for 2 or 4
•
Handmade jewelry, art and other goods
We hope you will enjoy a fun evening of fellowship for a good cause!
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Rev. Dr. Mar#n Luther King, Jr. devoted his life to equality, social jus#ce,
economic advancement, and opportunity for all. He challenged us to build
a more perfect union and taught us that everyone has a role to play in
making America what it ought to be. By making service part of our daily
lives, we can help realize Dr. King’s dream. Together, we can create and
sustain opportuni#es for Americans to strengthen their own and other's
economic opportunity, ensure that more young people graduate from high
school, support our military families and veterans, and help communi#es
prepare for and recover from disasters. Together, we demonstrate what it
means to be ci#zens.
Please consider joining fellow members of FBC for a day of service at Bear
Hollow Zoo (293 Gran Ellen Dr.) on Monday, January 16 from 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon. Please come prepared to work outside and bring hedge
trimmers, shovels and gloves, if possible! If you have any ques#ons,
contact Brandon Pendry (Brandon@ﬁrstbap#stathens.org).

Emergency Food Bank Needs
Please bring dona#ons of Sal#nes, Sal#nes or Sal#nes (they REALLY NEED
SALTINES) to the Mission Room at FBC to be delivered to the Emergency
Food Bank.
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FBC sponsored 35 foster children through Department
of Family and Children Services, providing a wide rage
of gi2s for students from 5 months to 17 years old.
Thanks to all the FBC membership for their fantas#c
support in helping these 35 children in our community
experience some joy during the Christmas season.
Pictured below are the FBC elves delivering the gi2s.
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Many thanks to all who helped Ring the Bell for the
Salva#on Army! We exceeded our goal or raising $2000
with the ﬁnal tally of $2,436 in 55 hours of volunteering.
Pictured above are Sallyanne, Jim, and Sam Barrow ringing
the bell.
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Co-Deacons for the Weeks of:

Sunday, January 1: The First Sunday of Christmas
Sermon One of These Things is not Like the Other One
by Brandon Pendry
Texts:
Sunday, January 8: The First Sunday a er Epiphany
Sermon The Way Forward
Texts:
Isaiah 60:1-6, Ma8hew 2:1-12
Sunday, January 15: The Second Sunday a er Epiphany
Sermon The Church and President Trump
Texts:
Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11, I Timothy 2:1-7
Sunday, January 22: The Third Sunday a er Epiphany
Celebra#on of Slovakia Partnership
Sermon by the Rev. Shane McNary
Sunday, January 29: The Fourth Sunday a er Epiphany
Sermon: The Basis for Humility
Texts:
Micah 6:1-8, I Corinthians 1:18-31,
Ma8hew 5:1-6

January 1-7:
January 8-14:
January 15-21:
January 22-28:
Jan. 28-Feb. 4:

Sallyanne Barrow, Tom Brown
Fred Young, Amy Ullrich
Ches Smith, Erica Spackman
Beth & Mark Sanders
Kim & Wayne Rogers

Fellowship Team for January
Julie Jenkins, Gigi Las#nger, Evelyn Mar#n, Doug
Mar#n
Usher Team for January
Jerry Gouge, Carl Hedrick, Jimmy Thomason, Milton
Mills, Randan Ashmore, Steve Smith

Welcome Center Team
January 1
Branyon Foyer:
Fanning Foyer:
January 8:
Branyon Foyer:
Fanning Foyer:
January 15
Branyon Foyer:
Fanning Foyer:
January 22:
Branyon Foyer:
Fanning Foyer:
January 29
Branyon Foyer:
Fanning Foyer:

Sherri Divers, Joan Beckham
Margaret Earnest, John Marshall
Karen Price, Cindy Haygood
Jackie Griﬃn, Pam Griﬃn
Judy and Jim Ebert
Debbie and Tom Brown
Jackie Griﬃn, Pam Griﬃn
Karen Price, Cindy Haygood
Debbie and Tom Brown
Judy and Jim Ebert

CounUng Commi,ee:
January 1
January 8
January 15
January 22
January 29

Joyce Fleeman, Jackie Griﬃn
Steve Barton, Michael Jenkins
Bevan Hopper, Buddy Snow
Mike Lacy, Kelli Smith
Brad Las#nger, Heather Stover

Extended Session:
January 1
January 8
January 15
January 22
January 29

Children worship with their families
Lydia and Caroline
Kathryn Fountain
Lydia and Caroline
Lydia and Caroline

Children’s Worship:
January 1
January 8
January 15
January 22
January 29

Children worship with their families
Anna Randa
Ashley Gable
Julie Jenkins
Jennifer Ellis

WEDNESDAY MENUS
Adults $7.00; Children $3.50
January 4
Hot Meal:

Oven Fried Chicken, Squash Casserole, Green
Beans, Fruit Salad, Biscuit, Dessert
Pizza
Baked Irish or Sweet Potato

Children:
Salad Bar:
January 11
Hot Meal: Oven Fried Pork Chops, Cabbage, Stewed
Tomatoes, Sweet Potatoes, Cornbread, Dessert
Children:
Pizza
Salad Bar: Baked Irish or Sweet Potato
January 18
Hot Meal: Chicken & Rice Casserole, Broccoli, Fruit Salad,
Rolls, Dessert
Children:
Hot Dogs and Tater Tots
Salad Bar: Baked Irish or Sweet Potato
January 25
Hot Meal: SpagheW with Meat Sauce, Tossed Salad, Fruit
Cup, Bread S#cks, Dessert
Children:
Hot Meal
Salad Bar: Baked Irish or Sweet Potato
Make reserva.ons and view supper menus on the church
website. You may also call the church oﬃce to make
or change exis.ng reserva.ons. All reserva.ons or changes
should be made no later than noon on the Monday prior.

Financial InformaUon
ContribuUons

Acolytes:
January 8
January 15
January 22
January 29
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Zachary Rawls, Skylar Randa
Jon Millians, Maria Baxley
Elinore Ellis, Lily Gordon
Daniel Williamson, Emma Hooper

November 27
December 4
December 11
December 18
7

$20,469.00
$23,719.38
$13,719.46
$34,385.68

The December 50+
TEAM MEETING of the
New Year, Thursday,
January 5, at 11:00 a.m.
Agenda planning for our
Senior Adult events in
2017.
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Athens, Ga 30601
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Wednesday Evenings at 6:00 PM

January 11 – February 22

OpUon 1: Led by Paul Baxley
Gospel of John

OpUon 2: The Bible Tells Me So…
Led by Frank Granger

The focus of our Midweek Bible Study in the winter and
spring of 2017 will be the ﬁrst eleven chapters of The
Gospel of John. This Gospel has been a favorite among
Chris#ans for centuries, both because of its rich
theological content and also the signiﬁcant narra#ves from
Jesus’ life that it alone oﬀers us (the encounter with
Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman at the well and the
raising of Lazarus). Come prepared to read the text and
reﬂect on its meaning for our faith today! Paul Baxley will
teach this study.

O2en, in Sunday school and other Bible studies, we look at
the Bible in verses, stories, and passages. This study takes
the approach of looking at the Bible as a whole. The book
guiding this study is The Bible Tells Me So: Why Defending
Scripture Has Made Us Unable to Read It, by Dr. Peter
Enns. If you would like to reserve a copy of this book,
contact Frank Granger at the church oﬃce.. Cost of the
book is $10.00.

OpUon 3: #MOMS
Gathering four Wednesdays to focus on health in the
The study will be oﬀered as one op#on on Wednesday
evenings beginning January 11, and will also be oﬀered on New Year, the #MOMS group is open to all mothers,
Tuesdays at noon beginning on January 10. The study will no ma8er the age. Please join us in F-318/319 on
end as we enter Holy Week.
Wednesdays, January 11 & 28 and February 8 & 22.
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