
  

  

March 17, 2024 
11:00 a.m. 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
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The Worship of God 
Guests, we welcome you to worship and we’re glad you’re here. 

We sing hymns from the hymnbook Celebrating Grace found in the pew rack. 
Texts in the bulletin in bold are said or sung by the congregation. 
The asterisk (*) is an invitation for you to rise in body or spirit. 

 

Gathering  
 

   Chiming of the Trinity 
 
 Welcome   Matt Marston 
 
 Opening Prayer 
  The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

  

  Journey with us, O holy God, as we continue our journey to the cross. 
  Sharpen our focus, that our attention may center more on you than ourselves. 
  Lead us through the shadows of darkness and prepare our hearts,  
  that we might be a people of prayer,  
  ready to perceive and respond to your Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
  In his name we pray. Amen. 
  
 Gathering Songs Take, O Take Me as I Am Tᴀᴋᴇ Mᴇ ᴀ I Aᴍ 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



3 

    Come, Bring Your Burdens to God Wᴏᴢᴀ ᴏᴍᴛᴡᴀᴌᴏ ᴡᴀᴋᴏ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Call to Worship  
  Come to the Lord, who is rich in grace;  
  approach our God, who is full of mercy. 
  We will praise God with all our heart  
  and glorify the name of the Most High forever. 
 
* Hymn 366  O God Beyond All Praising Tᴀᴛᴇᴅ 
  
 Confession and Pardon   
  The grace of God overflows for us through Christ Jesus  
  who came into the world to save sinners. 
  Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
    

  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love;  
  according to your abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. 
  In your abundant love and mercy, forgive us, O God. 
 

  For we know our transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. 
  In your abundant love and mercy, forgive us, O God. 
 
 



4 

  Against you, you alone, have we sinned, and done what is evil in your sight. 
  In your abundant love and mercy, forgive us, O God. 
 

  Create in us a clean heart, O God! Place a new and right spirit within us! 
  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
   

   Water is poured. 
 

  As the Spirit hovered over the water of creation,  
  so the waters of baptism show God’s new creation. 
 
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
  The past is left behind; everything has become fresh and new. 
 

  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 
  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 
 Response  Gathered in God’s Name Michael Burkhardt
  Gathered in God’s name, lives made brighter than snow,  
  hearts renewed with joy, in the name of love. 
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Word 
 

 Prayer for Illumination   
  God of call,  
  God of transformation,  
  God of the Lenten journey,  
  help us to discern your still, small voice.  
  Open us to change and growth, that we may walk with Christ.  
  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
    
 Children’s Moment  Janet Cleland
  Following the Children’s Moment, children (pre-K through grade 2) are invited  
  to Children’s Worship in Room 121 (first floor). 
 
 First Reading Mark 14:53-65 Frank Granger 
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 Anthem  Ah, Holy Jesus Johann Crüger 
  Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended,  arr. Carolyn Jennings 
  that we to judge thee hath in hate pretended? 
  By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  
  O most afflicted! 
   

  For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation,  
  thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation,  
  thy death of anguish and the bitter passion,  
  for my salvation. 
 

  Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee,  
  I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee,  
  think on thy pity and thy love unswerving,  
  not my deserving. 
 

    Women’s Ensemble and Yehyun Hong, cello 
 
 Second Reading Mark 14:66-72  
    This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 Choral Response Ah, Holy Jesus Johann Crüger 
  Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
  Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
  ‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  
  I crucified thee. 
 
 Sermon  Journey to the Cross:  Matt Marston 
    Silence and Self-Suspicion 
 

Responding 
 

 Invitation 
 
* Hymn 246  (Stanzas 1-2) The Church’s One Foundation Aᴜᴇᴌᴀ 
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* Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed  
   Note: The “holy catholic church” refers to the wholeness of the whole church  
   in all times and places rather than to any specific brand of Christianity. 
 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth,  
 
  and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the Virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, dead, and buried;  
  he descended into hell;  
  the third day he rose again from the dead;  
  he ascended into heaven,  
   and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit;  
   the holy catholic church;  
   the communion of saints;  
   the forgiveness of sins;  
   the resurrection of the body;  
   and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 Anthem  One Faith, One Hope, One Lord Craig Courtney
  One faith, one hope, one Lord, one church for which he died. 
  One voice, one song, we lift in praise to him who was and is and shall be evermore. 
 

  There is one body, one Spirit, as you were called to one hope. 
  One Lord, baptism and faith, one God and father of all, who is in you all. 
  

  Though we be many people, diverse with various gifts,  
  we are given to each other for the unity of faith,  
  that we grow in the knowledge of the Son of God, in the fullness of Christ. 
 

    Sanctuary Choir and Festival Brass 
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 Call to Prayer Come, Bring Your Burdens to God 
  Please sing with the choir. Music for this response is found on p. 3. 
  Come, bring your burdens. Repeat twice. . . . for Jesus will never say no. 
 
 Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread,  
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
* Hymn 185 (Stanza 1) The Old Rugged Cross Oᴌᴅ Rᴜᴇᴅ Cᴏ 
 
* Stewardship Prayer  Becky Adams, Deacon 
 
 Offertory  Ah, Holy Jesus Johannes Brahms 
   
* Doxology   Oᴌᴅ 100ᴛ 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;  
     Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
* Benediction 

The flowers in the sanctuary this 
morning are given by Meredith, Will 

and Charlie in memory of  
Erik Kahlstorf on his 52nd birthday, 
March 16th. Erik was a very loving, 

devoted husband and father. 

Flowers 

Current Prayer Requests 
We give thanks for the births of 

Mark Sanders, VIII to Mark and Madison Sanders 
and  

Debbie Hargrave’s granddaughter, Noa Hargrave 
Sallyanne Barrow 
Russell Cartwright 

Mary Paxton Colley 
George Conley Ross Deck 

Sherri Divers  Lesley Grimes 
Bettye Jordan  Alicia Langevin 

Jim and Margie Mealor 
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Overview of Upcoming Worship 
Services are at 11 a.m. unless noted otherwise. 

 

Palm Sunday, March 24 
Beginning outdoors at 10:50 a.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 28 
A Child-Friendly Sensory Experience, 5:00-5:30 p.m., Sanctuary 

Dinner served at 5:30 p.m. 
Worship with Communion, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Good Friday, March 29 
Sanctuary Worship, 12:00 noon 

Gathering at Oconee Hill Cemetery, 3:00-3:15 p.m. 
 

Easter, March 31 
Sunrise Service at Oconee Hill Cemetery, 7:00 a.m. 

Festival Sanctuary Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
 

Youth Sunday, April 14 
 

Communion Sunday, April 21 
 

Children’s Sunday, May 5 
 

Pentecost, May 19 
 
 
 
 

Today’s music leadership includes Festival Brass (Jim McKillip, Wes Clarke, Ellen Black, 
Charles Adams, and Trip Drennan); Yehyun Hong, cello; Alan McArthur, piano; and the 
Sanctuary Choir. 

 
Copyright  

Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-74012. All rights reserved. 
Much of the liturgy is from The Worship Sourcebook, © 2004 Faith Alive Christian Resources. 
Take, O Take Me as I Am, Iona Community. © 1995 Iona Community/WGRG (North America) 
Come, Bring Your Burdens to God, Iona Community. © 2008 Iona Community/WGRG (NA) 
O God Beyond All Praising, Michael Perry and Gustav Holst. © 1982, 2007 Hope Publishing Co. 
Gathered in God’s Name, Michael Burkhardt. © 2021 MorningStar Music/Birnamwood Publications. 
Ah, Holy Jesus, arr. Carolyn Jennings. © 1967 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 
One Faith, One Hope, One Lord, Craig Courtney. © 2009 Lorenz Publishing Corp. 
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Weekly Calendar 
Sunday, March 17 
8:30 a.m. ................................................. March Mission Madness Worship — Sanctuary 
9:00 a.m. ................................................................. Outreach Team — Farrall Conf. Rm. 
9:30 a.m. ..................................................... First Cup Café  — 3rd Floor Gathering Area 
9:45 a.m. ....................................... Sunday School for all ages (throughout the building) 
11:00 a.m. .............................................................. Worship — Sanctuary and Livestream 
12:00 noon ................................................................... Church Conference — Sanctuary 
4:30 p.m. ............................................................................ Children’s Choir — First Floor 
5:15 p.m. .................................................................................. Mission Kids — First Floor 
Monday, March 18 
10:30 a.m. ................................................................... Staff Meeting — Farrall Conf. Rm. 
6:00 p.m. ............................................................................. Deacons Meeting — Rotunda 
Tuesday, March 19 
10:00 a.m. .......................................... Farrall Hynds Circle — 3rd Floor Gathering Area 
12:00 noon ....................................................... Bible Study — 3rd Floor Gathering Area 
Wednesday, March 20 
11:00 a.m. ......................................................................... Abundance Athens — Rotunda 
5:45 p.m. ................................................... Wednesday Night Supper — Fellowship Hall 
6:30 p.m. ............................................................................ Adult Discipleship — Rotunda 
6:30 p.m. ............................................................................. Sanctuary Choir — Sanctuary 
Thursday, March 21 
8:00 a.m. ................................................................................ Food Bank of N.E. Georgia 
Sunday, March 24 
9:30 a.m. ..................................................... First Cup Café  — 3rd Floor Gathering Area 
9:45 a.m. ....................................... Sunday School for all ages (throughout the building) 
10:50 a.m. ..................................................................... Palm Sunday Gathering—Garden 
11:00 a.m. ....................................... Palm Sunday Worship — Sanctuary and Livestream 
12:00 noon ................ Easter Egg Hunt and Congregational Lunch — Fellowship Hall 
4:30 p.m. .....................................................Youth Sunday Music Rehearsal — Sanctuary 
4:30 p.m. ............................................................................ Children’s Choir — First Floor 
5:00 p.m. .......................................................................... Youth Activities — Youth Area 
5:15 p.m. .................................................................................. Mission Kids — First Floor 
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Community Notes 
Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals are served 
at 5:45 p.m. Meals are $10/person. This week’s 
menu is BBQ chicken or pork, potato salad, 
baked beans and dessert. Sign up on Realm or 
call the church office by noon tomorrow. 

Remember or honor a loved one by donating 
Easter Lilies ($12 each) for worship on March 
31.  Donation forms in the Branyon Foyer and 
the church office. Submit payment and 
forms to the church office by Monday, 
March 25. Contact Sharon Jenkins 
(sharon@firstbaptistathens.org) with questions. 

After worship on Palm Sunday, March 24, the 
Children’s Ministry Team will host an Easter 
Egg hunt and congregational lunch. Chicken 
fingers will be provided. Please bring a side 
dish or dessert and sign up on Realm by 
Thursday, March 21. 

Jesus Is Victor: Is Faith a Fight? is the topic for 
Tuesday noon and Wednesday evening study. 
Matt Marston will facilitate this discussion 
continues this week.  

Were you there when he rose up from the grave? 
Oconee Hill Cemetery will host a Sunrise 
Service on Easter at 7:00 a.m. The gate opens 
at 6:30 a.m.  Bring a chair and enter from East 
Campus Rd. Matt Marston is officiating.  Tom 
Granum and a Festival Brass Ensemble will 
provide the music. You are also invited to a 15 
minute gathering at Wingfield Chapel on 
Good Friday, March 29 at 3:00 p.m. for a time 
of scripture and reflection. Were you there when 
they laid him in the tomb? 

 

Our Church on Mission 
Food Bank needs:  

White Rice, Mac ‘n Cheese, Pork ‘n Beans 

Donations can be dropped off in the 
mission room at FBC.  
 
The Farrall Hynds Circle will meet on 
Tuesday, March 19 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Third Floor Gathering Area. All 
women interested in a mission circle are 
invited! 
 
The Virginia Appleton Circle will meet 
Tuesday, March 26 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Rotunda to assemble Easter baskets for 
our neighbors at Denney Towers. 
Questions? Please contact Amy Young  
(afyoung63@gmail.com or 
706.540.4036). A sandwich supper will 
be served at the meeting. 

The Sunday Messenger 

Stay up-to-date on all things FBC by 
signing up to receive the MIDWEEK 
MESSENGER, our weekly electronic 
newsletter which is sent each Wednesday 
at noon. Contact Sharon Jenkins 
(sharon@firstbaptistathens.org) to be on the list. 
Items for publication must be submitted by 
9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays. 
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Ministers 
 Matt Marston Senior Minister 
 Frank Granger Minister of Christian Community 
 Janet Cleland Minister of Children, Families, and Outreach 
 Emily Glass Minister to Students and Young Adults 
 Tom Granum Interim Director of Music Ministries 
 Alan McArthur   Pianist 
 
 Addison Aycock Choral Scholar/Youth Ministry Intern 
 Livy Baxley Choral Scholar  
 Avery Smith Choral Scholar 
 De’Nasia Thomas Choral Scholar 
 Hannah Knight Children’s Ministry Intern 
  

To Love To Serve To Explore     For You 
First Baptist Church 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 8107/Athens/GA/30603 

706.548.1359/ www.firstbaptistathens.org 

First Baptist Church offers ONLINE GIVING 
OPTIONS for members and guests which can be 
found on our church website, through the Church 
Life app, or by using this QR Code. 


